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I was delighted to attend this Horticulture Conference as the delegate from the
LGC It was a three day affair that was beautifully organized and a great learning
experience.  It began with a lovely dinner at the Apawamis Club, which was
optional, but a good way to kick things off as I made several new friends,
delegates from Portland Oregon and the San Francisco Bay area.
Monday morning we had zone meetings, Mary Liz Lewis, our Zone 1 Hort
Representative convened our meeting. Jacqueline Connell mentioned the need
for Hort entries (and possibly Photography entries) at the GCA Annual Meeting
that is coming up in Providence RI, May 2 and nd 3rd 2009. The theme is
“Celebrating the Urban Landscape”. This would be a fun way to participate in an
annual meeting. It is a tribute to WAFA (World Association of Flower arrangers)
and not that far a drive. In the Berkshires (hosted by the Berkshire Garden Club)
we will have a zone-wide plant exchange next September (Sept. 22-23, 2009).
The theme is “Viburnum”. Each Club should have three plants of the same
variety to exchange for three others. All cuttings should be started by June. It
was noted that the Viburnum Beetle is decimating our native Viburnum, so
perhaps we should try to propagate scented, non-native varieties.

The final announcement reiterated our GCA Centennial Tree Project Goals; to
select and learn about an individual or group of trees that is significant. The next
step is to carry out a project focused on our selected tree. [I have a letter with all
the details that I will present to the members of the LGC Hort committee at their
next meeting. We do have a March first deadline for selecting our tree and a
write-up should be sent to Mary Liz Lewis by that date] The rest of Monday was
spent absorbing lots of interesting gardening information with three terrific
speakers. Todd Forest, the vice president of the NYBG, was our keynote speaker
and gave us an overview of the botanical garden in which we were to spend 12
hours the next day. I learned things about maintaining ancient trees such as
“Cobra Cabling” and verta mulching that were quite amazing.

Our next speaker, Anthony Archer–Wills was truly a delight…he spoke on “The
Magic of Water….taking Water gardening one step further.” [Mr. Archer-Willis
lives fairly close to the Berkshires, and his lecture was so enjoyable that I highly
recommend seeking him out as a speaker for our club. I obtained his contact
information.] Monday afternoon we had a talk from Ray Rodgers called
“Showplant Savvy” which gave all sorts of tips for grooming your plants, in order
to win ALL the ribbons at the next flower show. Amusing and informative. Finally
the day concluded with a dinner and talk from Nancy D’Oench, author of the new
GCA publication Gardens: Private and Personal. A must have book!



Tuesday: Bright and early off to the New York Botanical Gardens for a full day of
lectures, workshops and garden tours. This was a day that tested us all, and
proved that we were, in fact, the hardy, intrepid gardeners that we claim to be.
The wind whipped and the rain fell and fell….but, if anything, it was a true
bonding experience and made everyone fast friends.

My first stop was at the Kiku Chrysanthemum Exhibit.(see photos below) this
Japanese art of flower training, which I had never seen or even heard of was
fascinating…the flowers are growing from a SINGLE STEM!! 

Exploring the N.Y.B.G. was a real thrill…with lots of indoor excitement (the Enid
A. Haupt Conservatory is the largest conservatory in the world) with bonsai,

and orchids and a tropical rainforest and an indoor desert! 



Trams took us all over the grounds and then…and then we toured the Pfizer Lab,
the Rare Book Library (with some amazing first edition Mushroom books from the
1880`s) The Herbarium had specimens on display that Captain Cook collected on
his voyages in the 1770’s!

And then on to another amazing lecture, “The Four Season Garden,” from
Lynden Miller, who designed several of the perennial beds. The interesting tip I
learned was start with the winter garden when designing your beds…and be sure
and mix it up with hedges, shrubs and perennials…(one of her favorite plants for
the mixed bed is the Oakleaf Hydrangea). Dinner that Night was very elegant in
the N.Y.B.G. tearoom….a chance to make even MORE new friends.
And finally, our last day, Wednesday…at this point I was starting to call the Rye
Town Hilton, “Home” and I was sad to have only TWO MORE LECTURES! The
first from Peter Del Tredici “Adaptable Plants for a Changing World” (he’s from
the Arnold Arboretum). And, for a grand finale, Barbara Shea presented an
update on the Casey Trees Project as a template for individual Centennial



projects for GCA Clubs. I gleaned much information from both of these speakers
that I will be presenting to the Hort Committee in more detail.
As we left the Conference I had the honor of meeting Shirley Meneice, who was
a warm and lovely lady. I’d like to thank the Lenox Garden Club for allowing me
to be the delegate to this interesting, lively and very educational conference.
Respectfully submitted, 
Hilary Somers Deely


