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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Barbara Tuffli 

Chairman 

As we begin the new Garden Club of America year, 
on behalf of the 2015-2017 Horticulture Com-
mittee, I express our most sincere gratitude to the 
entire 2013-2015 Horticulture Committee for its 
exceptional accomplishments and successes mov-
ing the Committee’s initiatives forward and adding 
a new initiative. We give special recognition and 
thanks for that to following who are leaving their 
positions this year: 

Dora Aalbregtse, Chairman 
Anna Warren, First Vice Chairman 
Suzanne Perry, Club/Zone Awards Vice Chairman 
Alice Thomas, Freeman Medal Vice Chairman 
Alice Fraser, Partners for Plants Vice Chairman 
Caroline Borgman, Vice Chairman, 2014 Meneice      
Horticulture Conference 
Susan Kranwinkle, Vice Chairman The Real Dirt,   
Assistant Editor 
Abby Coffin, Zone I Representative 
Beth Hickman, Zone III Representative 
Kathy Shepperly, Zone IV Representative 
Jorie Nailor, Zone V Representative 
Lucy Rhame,  Zone VII Representative 
Tara Eastland, Zone IX Representative 
Gwen McConnaughy, Zone XI Representative 
Lloyd Brown, Director Liaison 
Nancy Murray, Executive Committee Liaison. 
 
We will miss them but know their contributions 
will continue to make a difference both to GCA 
and other organizations.  We especially wish to 
thank Dora for her vast knowledge of horticulture, 
her boundless energy as well as her gift of time, 
both to the Horticulture Committee, and to all of 
the GCA. 
 
We thank our ongoing committee members for 
their significant contributions and very much look 
forward to working with them again this coming 
year and we enthusiastically welcome members 
new to their positions.  The full committee is listed 

on the next two pages. 

I hope you enjoy this summer issue of The Real 
Dirt with information on all of our Horticulture 
Committee initiatives, gardens for pollinators, 
pruning tips, growing succulents from seeds, and a 
special section on the impact membership in our 
GCA clubs has had on Horticulture Committee 
members.  
 
One article special to me is about the Eudora 
Welty Garden in Jackson, Mississippi, which I visit-
ed last February, and where I had the pleasure of 
getting acquainted with Susan Haltom, a knowl-
edgeable horticulturist and member of the Garden 
Club of Jackson.  As you will read, for the restora-
tion of the garden, they are looking for seeds of 
the plant varieties that were there originally. 
Please visit the Horticulture Committee’s new 
Seed Share database at https://www.gcamerica.org/

index.cfm/members:seeds/list to see if you might 
have some of the heirloom seeds Susan is looking 
for.  And while you are there, why don’t you re-
quest a few seeds to try in your own garden? It is 
really fun! 

https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/members:seeds/list
https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/members:seeds/list
https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/members:seeds/list
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INTRODUCING 

2015-16 GCA HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE 

Barbara Tuffli 

Chairman 

Woodside-Atherton 

Garden Club 

Zone XII 

Marilyn Donahue 

First Vice Chair 

The Little Garden 
Club Of Rye 

Zone III 

Alice Thomas 

Vice Chair Club and 
Zone Awards 

The Garden Club of 
Houston 

Zone IX 

Katherine Shepperly 

Vice Chair Seed Share 
and Propagation 

Garden Club of Morris-
town 

Zone IV 

Donna Ganson 

Vice Chair Shirley 
Meneice Horticulture 

Conference, 2016 

Garden Club of Law-
rence 

Zone III 

 

Sharon Blackburn 

Vice Chair Partners 
for Plants 

Loveland Garden 
Club 

Zone XI 

Lucy Rhame 

Vice Chair Free-
man Medal 

Fauquier & 
Loudoun Garden 

Club 

Zone VII 

Tootsie Crutchfield 

Vice Chair The Real 
Dirt Editor 

Magnolia Garden 
Club 

Zone IX 

Lulu Lubbers 

Director Liaison 

Town and Coun-
try Garden Club 

Zone XI 

Mary Kent 

Executive Com-
mittee Liaison 

Plainfield Garden 
Club 

Zone IV 

Sarah Brown 

Finance Com-
mittee Liaison 

Carmel-by-the-
Sea Garden Club 

Zone XII 

Catherine Allan 

Vice Chair Shirley Meneice 
Horticulture Conference 

2015 

Seattle Garden Club 

Zone XII 
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Paulette Boling 

Zone I Rep 

Nantucket Garden 
Club 

Susan Schieffelin 

Zone II Rep 

Greenwich Garden 

Club 

Mary Miller 

Zone III Rep 

South Side Garden 
Club of Long Island 

Maya Speelmans 

Zone IV Rep 

Rumson Garden 
Club 

Amanda Mahoney 

Zone VI Rep 

Garden Club of 
Twenty 

Sue Thompson 

Zone VII Rep 

The Tuckhoe      
Garden Club of 
Westhampton 

Anna Wasden 

Zone VIII Rep 

Trustees’ Garden 
Club 

Molly Adams 

Zone IX Rep 

Garden Club of Look-
out Mountain 

Lynn Quintrell 

Zone X 

Garden Club of 
Cleveland 

Liz Lavezzorio 

Zone XI Rep 

Lake Forest Garden 
Club 

Sherry Perkins 

Zone XII Rep 

Woodside-
Atherton Garden 

Club 

 INTRODUCING 

2015-16 GCA HORTICULTURE COMMITTEE 

Mary Odom 

Zone V Rep 

Garden Club of 
Allegheny County 



6 

Catherine Allan 

2015 Chairman 

   MESSAGE FROM 

   THE EDITOR 

Tootsie Crutchfield 
Editor 

2015 SHIRLEY MENEICE HORTICULTURE CONFERENCE 
From Mountains to Sound 

Seattle, Washington, September 21-23, 2015 

 

A full report on the Conference will appear in the 

next  Issue of The Real Dirt 

2016 SHIRLEY MENEICE HORTICULTURE CONFERENCE 

Brooklyn Botanical Garden 

September 19-21, 2016 Donna Ganson 

2016 Chairman 

For most of us this is the beginning of a new 
year for Garden Club of America.  This issue is 
the opportunity to introduce the new 2015-16 
GCA Horticulture Committee.  Readers may 
come to know the committee better after 
reading responses posed to committee mem-
bers about the influence of GCA on gardening 
practices.  We ask readers to take a moment 
to reflect on their own experiences related to 
GCA.  As we look forward, we also reflect back 
by gleaning gardening tips from a ten year old 
issue of The Real Dirt and from Shirley Mene-
ice’s files.   

This issue also features an article about the 
restoration of Eudora Welty’s garden in Jack-
son, Mississippi.  The project encompassed 
our initiatives – pollinators, seed collecting 
and seed sharing.  As summer wanes, we 
hope readers take time to catch up on the 
GCA Horticulture initiatives, learn about grow-
ing succulents from seeds, enjoy the book re-
view of  A Sting in the Tale,  check out the 
Butterfly Garden in Lexington, Kentucky, visit 
the featured websites and continue to indulge 
their love of gardening. 

SEED CLASSES ARE ENCOURAGING 

Seed Propagation Challenge Classes in Flower Shows are a 
great way to encourage club members to try to improve 
their seed-starting skills.  And often, the resulting plants 
will continue to bring joy long after the Flower Show is 
over.  In 2014, Little Garden Club of Birmingham chose Co-
reopsis lanceolata ‘Early Sunrise’ as the seed challenge.  
Now, for the second summer, I have been enjoying a very 
long bloom season from this sun loving perennial.   

In 2015, Palmetto Garden Club chose Nasturtium 
‘Whirlybird’ for its seed propagation challenge.  This is a 
very easily grown annual, and it is spilling over the front 
edge of my garden giving me non-stop color this summer.  
I have not included it in a salad yet, but I plan to. 

I had never grown either of these plants before but now, I 
will not be without either one of them.  Thank you GCA for 
encouraging the inclusion of seed propagation challenge 
classes in our flower shows.  I love all the specimens in my 
gardens, but the ones I grew from seed mean the most to 
me!  

Virginia Almand, 

The Cherokee Garden Club,  Zone VIII 
 

 

SEED SHARE AND 

PROPAGATION 

Katherine Shepperly 
Vice Chairman 

  

Visit the GCA website for more stories at: 

https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/

members:publications/details/id/20  

https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/members:publications/details/id/20
https://www.gcamerica.org/index.cfm/members:publications/details/id/20
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Alice Thomas 
Vice Chairman 

AWARDS, CLUB AND ZONE 

GCA Horticulture Awards 

May through August, 2015 

ZONE HORTICULTURE AWARDS 

Zone I 

Diane Cullen; Fox Hill Garden Club 

Zone X 

Anna Warren, Garden Club of Michigan 

 

 

ZONE COMMENDATIONS 

Zone I 

Noah Wilson-Rich; Fox Hill Garden Club 

Zone X 

Mansfield Frazier; Shaker Heights Garden Club 

 

 

CLUB HORTICULTURE AWARDS 

Zone I 

Didi Blau, North Shore Garden Club of  

   Massachusettes 

Ann Judd, Garden Club of Mt. Desert 

Zone II 

Lois Poiner, Stonington Garden Club 

Zone III 

Kathryn Enright, Fort Orange Garden Club 

Fanella Heckscher, Garden Club of Orange & 

    Dutchess Counties 

Jane Keiter, Millbrook Garden Club 

Kathy Sheppard, Rusticus Garden Club 

Zone IV 

Dorothy Sheppard, Garden Club of Princeton 

Zone V 

Daren McCullough, Carrie T. Watson Garden Club 

Zone VI 

Bunny Hathaway, Garden Club of Twenty 

Zone VII 

Dee Ferguson, The Tuckahoe Garden Club of   

   Westhampton 

Margaret Bradford French, The Garden Club of  

   Virginia Beach 

Zone X 

 Lanie Grever, Cincinnati Town & Country Garden  

   Club 

Jean Hudson, Garden Club of Michigan 

Zone XI 

Jacqueline Ferro, Lake Geneva Garden Club 

Liz Lavezzorio, Lake Forest Garden Club 

Mary Oothout, Des Moines Founders Garden Club 

Janelle Rasmussen, St. Paul Garden Club  

Tracy Stutz, St. Paul Garden Club 

Zone XII 

Mary Belton, Woodside-Atherton Garden Club 

 

CLUB COMMENDATIONS 

Zone I 

Mt. Desert Land and Garden Preserve; Garden Club 

of Mt. Desert 

Zone II 

Lisa Beebe; Greenwich Garden Club 

Marine Hale; Ridgefield Garden Club 

Zone III 

David Behm; Fort Orange Garden Club 

Zone IX 

Monte Stanley; Knoxville Garden Club 

Zone X 

Friends of the Park of Roses (Cathy Willard); Little 

Garden Club of Columbus 

Zone XI 

Jeanne Nolan; Garden Club of Winnetka   
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Lucy Rhame 
Vice Chairman 

FREEMAN MEDAL 

The 2016 Freeman Medal will be given to an herbaceous native plant that 
is underused but merits recognition and promotion. Send in your nomina-
tions now! The deadline is December 1, 2015. The Medal will be presented 
at the 2016 Annual Meeting. Proposal instructions may be found on the 
Horticulture page of the GCA website. 

19 outstanding nominations were made in 2015.   Listed below are six that 
merit attention and perhaps a place in our gardens. 

Crataegus marshallii: The Parsley Hawthorn is a south-
western native that is showy throughout the seasons. In 
the early spring it is covered with white blossoms that 
develop into a scarlet colored fruit (haws) that lasts into 
the winter. The summer lacy green leaves turn red and 
purple in the fall. The beautiful exfoliating bark reveals a 
smooth surface that is green, tan, or copper-colored. It 
attracts pollinators and is low-maintenance. Grows in 
Zones 5 to 9. 

Dwarf  Fothergilla  ‘Harold Epstein’: This small na-
tive plant is ideal for rock gardens and grows in 
Zone 5 to 8. The purple leaf turns a vibrant red to 
orange in the fall. In the early spring it produces a 
bottlebrush shaped flower. Grows best in sun and 
attracts birds and butterflies  

Gelsemium sempervirens: Carolina jasmine is the 
State Flower of Carolina. This outstanding vine pro-
duces clusters of fragrant yellow trumpet-shaped 
flowers in the spring. Grows in Zones 6 to 9 and can 
reach 30 feet. It attacks pollinators such as bees, 
butterflies, and birds. The enzyme gelsimine derived 
from the vine show promise as an anti-cancer drug. 
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Gymnocladus diocus: The Kentucky Coffeetree is 
drought tolerant and has no significant insect or dis-
ease problems. A moderately fast growing tree, it 
sheds its leaves early in the fall and remains bare for 
6 months. The species is dioecious (separate male 
and female tress). Greenish white flowers appear in 
the late spring. The female flowers are fragrant and 
give way to reddish brown pods that ripen in Octo-
ber. Grows in Zones 3 to 8. 

Ilex Opaca ‘Xanthocarpa’: Commonly known as the 
Yellowberried American Holly, this particular plant 
is excellent for landscaping. The thick evergreen 
leaves are lush and the fragrant white flowers 
bloom in the spring. A yellow berry appears in the 
fall and is a favorite for birds. Grows in Zones 5B to 
9A. 

Magnolia ashei Ashe Magnolia: An outstanding 
small native magnolia tree that averages less than 
30 feet in height and width at maturity. The leaves 
can be 3 feet long and 1 foot wide! They are chalky 
white below and gray-green above, turning a pretty 
apricot and brown before dropping in the fall. It has 
the largest flowers and leaves of any North Ameri-
can tree. It is surprisingly hardy and can grow in 
Zones 4 to 9.  

FREEMAN MEDAL 

2015 Nominees 
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Sharon Blackburn 

Vice Chairman 

GCA’s aptly-named Partners for Plants program 
depends on partnerships – between clubs and pro-
fessional land managers or botanists who oversee 
the projects, and between the volunteers, often 
club members and other community groups.   The 
involvement of horticultural professionals ensures 
that projects are conducted in the best scientific 
manner, and can also lead to on-going working re-
lationships that last for years. 

Broadmoor Garden Club has 
had P4P projects since the 
program began.  Ann Young 
has been involved with her 
club’s P4P projects for many 
years,  and with Patricia Rad-
cliffe as co-chair, their club’s 
2015-16 project is to monitor 

Aquilegia chrysana. The club’s long tradition with  
P4P projects is also a family tradition as Ann’s 
daughter, Jennifer Sundman, new club Conserva-
tion Chair, is working with her mother on P4P.       

Ann and Jennifer in their own words: 

Ann Young   “Our main focus over the years has 
been monitoring Cypripedium parviflorum. There 
are only about 17 known colonies of the yellow 
lady slippers in Colorado and one is close to Colo-
rado Springs in the Pike National Forest. We have 
included many groups in this monitoring including 
the Colorado Natural Heritage Program, The Audu-
bon Society, Broadmoor Hotel managers, Botanists 
from other National Forests, other interested con-
servation groups and several times included our 
husbands. We have also monitored the Botrychi-
um lineare (a tiny fern) on Pikes Peak for about 12 
years, the longest monitored plant in the Pike Na-
tional Forest at the time. Lugusticum porteri, a me-
dicinal herb, was monitored with other Zone XII 
clubs. Garden Club of Denver chaired the project 
while I was the Conservation Vice Chairman for 
P4P, and Broadmoor GC, Woodside-Atherton GC, 
Santa Fe GC, Carmel-by-the-Sea GC, and Denver 

Botanic Garden scientists were all involved most 
years. We dug root for study and counted 3-4 
times for the US Fish and Wildlife Working group 
and the USFS. Oreoxis humilis, alpine parsley, en-
demic to Pikes Peak was monitored with the USFS 
for 2 years. Aquilegia chrysantha was monitored 
this July in North Cheyenne Canyon in Pike Nation-
al Forest for the USFS. ”  
 
Jennifer Sundman. “After an overview by our 
hired botanist, including information about the 
plant, purpose of our project and plan for the day, 
our group of nine hiked up the trail (at about 7,500 
ft elevation) to the third bridge of the seven along 
the aptly named trail.  We scanned both sides of 
the trail as we hiked, looking for the colum-
bine.  Happily they were in peak bloom (we had 
chosen July 7 for that reason - and nature didn't 
fail us - it was even misty and cool which was 
great) and we found our first few on the way to 
our destination (very exciting). Our botanist had 
hiked the trail a couple of weeks prior, and his very 
casual count as he walked by had been about a 
dozen plants.  With a thorough search of the trail 
(including both bridges) and many additional eyes, 
we located over 110 plants on July 7th! “   
 
Ann and Jennifer’s enthusiasm 
is apparent. They talk about 
the sense of accomplishment 
and camaraderie while mem-
bers work on projects that en-
hance the public lands that be-
long to us all.  GCA clubs have 
worked on 375 P4P projects since 1992. Garden 
club members have put their shovels and their 
sweat into truly carrying out GCA’s mission to “…
share the advantages of association…” and 
…”improve and protect the quality of the environ-
ment through educational programs and AC-
TION…” 

PARTNERS FOR PLANTS 
Broadmoor Garden Club 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 
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How has membership in a GCA club had an impact 
on your gardening practices? 

The GCA Horticulture Committee responded as follows: 

Membership in GCA has not only had an impact 
on my gardening, but also on my life. Attending 
the NAL Conferences in Washington as a mem-
ber of the Conservation and NAL Committees 
was truly life-changing, and learning about con-
servation issues has had an impact on the way in 
which I garden and live.  In our front yard we 
have a native prairie/wildflower garden for na-
tive pollinators and the bees from our backyard 
hive, a small vegetable garden, and two rain gar-
dens. Water is collected from our roof as well as 
in two rain barrels, for use in the garden.  Succu-
lents grow in a small rooftop garden.   

I am a new member of the Horticulture Com-
mittee as Vice Chairman, Partners for Plants.  
And of course, this is a perfect job to combine 
both my GCA interests!  It is inspiring to read 
about the P4P projects in natural habitats that 
have been degraded as a result of human activi-
ty – by invasive plants choking out natives, or 
endangered plants suffering from the effects of 
climate changes.  Just as animals are facing ex-
tinctions, so are plants.  I have learned about 
gardening sustainably with natives and planting 
for pollinators in my own garden, and now I am 
working with clubs that are addressing those 
issues on public lands with their Partners for 
Plants Projects. It is wonderful to be part of a 
knowledgeable, nationwide organization with an 
important mission. Individually, we can improve 
the habitats in our own backyards, and together 
we can affect the lands that belong to all of us, 
all across the country.   

Sharon Blackburn 
Partners for Plants Vice Chairman 

Loveland Garden Club, Zone XI 

Gardening with a GCA Purpose 

Membership in a garden club is one thing, but 
membership in a GCA garden club is quite an-
other!   The depth and breadth of GCA’s educa-
tional spectrum is seemingly endless.  Its many 
committees share valuable information on so 
many current issues, small wonder that these 
focused interests have had a keen impact on 
my garden. 

From under my wide-brimmed GCA hat, I have 
learned to ponder my garden with purpose.   

Am I choosing the correct plants to survive our 
California drought?  

Are these plants natives and pollinators?  

Should I start potting up for our spring plant 
sale?   

What could I exhibit at the flower show?  

All these GCA roads intersect and lead back to 
my garden. 

So when I shop at the nursery, instead of aim-
lessly cruising the rows, I make a beeline for 
something on my list.  Of course I linger 
amongst the plants and pick up a flowering 
treat or two but GCA has forever rewritten my 
gardening habits, honed my eye and left me 
with the gift of gardening purpose. 

 
Sherry Perkins 

Zone XII Representative 
Woodside-Atherton Garden Club 

Membership in my GCA club has made me a better 
steward of the environment!  

GCA has made me think before I plant: Is this plant 
invasive?  Is it native? Will it attract pollinators? 

GCA has enabled me to reach beyond my own  

backyard to teach young people about planting 
vegetables for food.   

Toxic pesticides and insecticides? NO WAY with 
GCA! 

Anna Wasden 
Zone VIII Representative 

Trustees’ Garden Club 
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How has membership in a GCA club had an impact 
on your gardening practices? 

The GCA Horticulture Committee responded as follows: 

 

I have been a member of the GCA Garden Club 
of Twenty since the 1970's and a member of the 
Lake and Valley Garden Club as well, where my 
grandmother and grandfather were amongst 
the founding members.   The GCA has been in-
stilled in our family by my mother and mother-
in-law; my two daughters are members today.  
So four generations of GCA exist in our family!  I 
have cherished the friendships I've made 
throughout my association with the GCA, and 
have learned a tremendous amount from 
attending workshops, being a horticultural 
judge, serving as president and also as a zone 
representative.  

The GCA has encouraged me to not only garden 
- but to propagate, enter horticulture shows and 
share successful gardening practices with our 
new members. 

The resources available through the GCA are 
endless.  I am honored to be affiliated with this 
fine organization and to know so many wonder-
ful and capable women who are dedicated to 
the GCA. 

Amanda Mahoney 
Zone VI Representative 
Garden Club of Twenty 

Garden Club has been an inspiration for me. I 
have learned so much over the years from propa-
gation to flower arranging.  I have always had an 
interest in gardening —sending summers on my 
grandparents’ farm, picking potatoes, and making 
apple pies.  Being a member of a Garden Club has 
brought me full circle to gardening.  My Garden 
Club has offered me some very special people to 
mentor to better understand gardening. I am 
amazed by the bonsai, actually have had success 
with my orchids blooming, and realized you can 
try and propagate just about anything.  I under-
stand now the importance of gardening and the 
environment and the benefits of planting pollina-
tor strips for our bees and monarchs.  I am much 
more aware of my yard and garden. I have also 
learned to enter plants in a show and all the silly 
grooming that goes on beforehand. I then just sit 
back and think I should do it more often because 
they look so much better.  I feel I am better at 
getting my hands dirty and enjoy horticulture 
more than flower arranging. 

Liz Lavezzorio 
Zone XI Representative 

Lake Forest Garden Club 

My being a member of GCA has totally made a 
difference in my gardening practices.   

Years ago the Annual Meeting Plant Exchange 
turned me into someone who could never trim a 
plant without propagating the cuttings!!  I loved the 
propagation workshops and all the things I learned 
about growing from seeds and cuttings.  The 
themes for the exchanges always piqued my inter-
est in something new.  The theme for native plants 
was especially interesting to me.  As a result I try to 
grow many natives from seed and I try to put native 

shrubs and trees in my own garden.  The Pollinator 
initiative has added a new wrinkle to gardening for 
gardeners all over the U.S.   

There are so many different aspects of gardening 
that have been influenced by club, zone and annual 
meeting programs and speakers.  I have GCA to 
thank for many of the joys I have experienced gar-
dening. 

Mary Kent 
Executive Committee Liaison 

Plainfield Garden Club, Zone IV 
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I have been very fortunate to live at my husband’s his-
toric family farm since 1977.  It has truly been a journey 
of discovery since then.  We moved into a home that 
my husband’s grandmother and mother had furnished 
and decorated.  I therefore turned to the grounds!  My 
grandmother had been an avid gardener and I loved 
working in her small city garden as a little girl. 
 
With little guidance other than my familiarity with 18th 
century restoration gardens in Colonial Williamsburg, I 
jumped in feet first!  That is an accurate description be-
cause I did not know what I was doing!  There was plen-
ty of land and there were lots of little plants in lots of 
big nurseries!  Fortunately, I was asked to join the 
Tuckahoe Garden Club of Westhampton after a few 
years!  From this experience came a greater under-
standing of Virginia gardens and wonderful mentorship 
by older members in our club. 
 
I think, though, that a real breakthrough came as I be-
came more involved in GCA.  Reading the Bulletin, find-
ing advice in the Real Dirt that was practical and in-

stantly applicable, reading position papers, hearing re-
ports at club meetings about Annual Meetings, getting 
to attend an Annual Meeting and participating in the 
Plant Exchange, hearing speakers from around the 
country all helped me to understand the breadth of gar-
dening styles, the tremendous horticultural heritage 
from different geographic areas of America,  and most 
importantly the extraordinary women who have dedi-
cated themselves to garden excellence and selfless 
sharing of their knowledge.  As I was able to visit private 
gardens, public parks, and outstanding botanical gar-
dens with other GCA members, I found that my own 
eye was being reshaped.  Wonder and amazement at 
the scope of America’s gardens has become a part of 
me.  I have been truly inspired. 
 

Sue Thompson 
Zone VII Representative 

The Tuckahoe Garden Club of Westhampton 

How has membership in a GCA club had an impact 
on your gardening practices? 

The GCA Horticulture Committee responded as follows: 

The Woodside-Atherton Garden Club has had a sig-
nificant impact on my gardening practices, causing 
my thinking and approach to change in ways, both 
large and small, over the years.  Depending on the 
plant and my intent, I now prune in different sea-
sons. Summer pruning slows down plant growth, 
which can be beneficial in our long California grow-
ing season. Thanks to demonstrations by experts, I 
have refined my techniques over the years.  

Understanding the importance of genetic diversity 
has affected me too. Rather than buying my plants 
from the nursery, I now propagate many of them, 
growing annuals, perennials and heirloom vegeta-
bles from seed whenever possible. 

My father demonstrated to me the importance of 
both mulch and compost, and I have built on that 
knowledge over my garden club years. Our four-

year drought has taught us how critical mulch is to 
retain water in the soil.  In addition to compost, a 
club program showed us how to use compost tea, 
which as a soil drench improves soil composition 
and structure, adding beneficial microbial life to the 
soil and improving water retention. Used as a foliar 
spray it reduces and suppresses blackspot, powdery 
mildew, and downy mildew.  

Finally, thanks to one small technique I learned, 
both my tomatoes and sweet peas reward me with 
copious amounts of fruit and bloom.  Planting them 
deeply allows them to develop extra roots along 
the stem, which markedly strengthen these won-
derful plants. 

Barbara Tuffli 
Committee Chairman 

Woodside-Atherton Garden Club, Zone XII 
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How has membership in a GCA club had an impact 
on your gardening practices? 

 

The GCA Horticulture Committee responded as follows: 

Since joining the Garden Club of Morristown 12 
years ago, everything about my gardening has 
changed! From being totally pesticide free to 
educating myself on that which I don’t know --  
and that is much. I plant many more native 
plants so I am aiding the New Jersey environ-
ment and saving the native pollinators along 
with the native woodland creatures. I am cur-
rently in the painstaking process of ridding my 
backyard of lawn and reestablishing a native 
woodland. It is a continual process and ongoing 
education. I Love It!! 
 

Katherine Shepperly 
Propagation and Seed Share Vice Chairman 

Garden Club of Morristown, Zone IV 

When I joined the Garden Club of Lawrence, I 
had just retired from a very demanding job 
which had kept me on the road or working 
long hours for 25 years. That, along with three 
children, the youngest of whom was in the 
4th grade at that time, had kept me pretty 
busy and my gardening was confined to ad-
miring the garden I always considered my 
own, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.  Through 
the Garden Club of Lawrence I met home gar-
deners, talented women, who inspired me to 
try. One member was even a landscape de-
signer at the time and she helped me plan my 
small property to maximize the space I have. 
My garden works hard as a result, with what I 
plant having to produce a flower I love or a 
vegetable we can eat. My biggest learning 
from my GCA friends is to plant what you love 
and to never be afraid of failure. 

Donna Ganson 
2016 Meneice Conference Chairman 

Garden Club of Lawrence, Zone III 

Stop and smell the roses, the tulips, the daffodils. 
Gardening diversity is what GCA has taught me. 
   
As a gardener you work in your garden planting, 
pruning and weeding. You don’t spend much time 
thinking about pollinators and native plants, these 
are not necessarily on your radar. Have you ever 
entered a plant exchange? The NAL conference is 
something you never attended. Propagating might 
not be in your dictionary. 
 
Being a GCA member has opened my eyes to nu-
merous aspects of gardening, many that I never 
previously imagined. Before becoming a garden 
club member, I thought of diversity as sun or 

shade.  Now my understanding of gardening is a 
much broader. I am constantly being exposed to 
new ideas. 
  
Every flower show that I attend I learn something. 
Every Workshop enables me to experiment  
Every member has something to share and soaking 
up all that information has made me a better in-
formed person and a more confident gardener. 
 

Mary Miller 
Zone III Representative 

South Side Garden Club of Long Island 
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I have been a member of the Rumson Garden 
Club since 2009.  Like all of us, I became a mem-
ber because of my long-standing interest and 
enjoyment of plants and flowers.  Although I 
thought I knew something about plants, I was in 
for a very big learning curve.  Participating in 
our monthly shows opened my eyes to so many 
more plant varieties that I hadn't know before.  
I began researching unknown treasures and 
now am always on the lookout for an unusual 
and special plant that I might propagate.  I knew 
very little about propagation before; now, I'm 
deeply involved in it.   I have also learned that 
you may have to change a plant's location, 
amend its soil, prune it carefully and some-
times, although it's very hard, you may just have 
to dispose of it.  I have tried to “save" many 
plants, but sometimes I just don't have the 
proper space nor conditions for it.  Neverthe-
less, I keep pampering them all as best as possi-
ble. And last, but not least, gardening is a very 
calming, therapeutic and rewarding activity for 
me, more now than ever before. 

Maya  Speelmans 
Zone IV Representative 

Rumson Garden Club 

How has membership in a GCA club had an impact 
on your gardening practices? 

 

The GCA Horticulture Committee responded as follows: 

Membership in The Garden Club of Houston in-
spired my love of bulbs.  As a new member, I was 
asked to sell bulbs and plants at our annual Bulb 
and Plant Mart. Working with knowledgeable 
members, I learned a lot about gardening in Tex-
as! Perennial bulbs became my favorite. I first 
tried my luck with calla lilies (Zantedeschia aethi-
opica) in cool corners of my garden. I amended the 
soil to assure good drainage. Bulbs can rot! I was 
delighted to discover large white blooms in the 
early spring that will last in your garden for weeks. 
One of these is a sure blue ribbon in a flower 
show.   Another discovery was the rain lily 
(Zephyranthes).  Because they multiply so quickly, I 
was encouraged to use them as a boarder around 
my sunny rose beds.  Their seeds are easily propa-
gated and are perfect for sharing with other mem-
bers or to send to the Shirley Meneice Horticul-
ture Conference for Seed Share.  A third bulb that 
was introduced into my garden was the Dutch am-
aryllis (Hippeastrum).  I first plant them in a 6-7 
inch pot in well-drained soil with the top third of 
the bulb exposed. Add warm water and place in a 
sunny but cool area. Usually they will bloom in 8 
to 10 weeks.  After blooming, I plant them in the 
garden, either in the pot or in an area where they 
are crowded together.  The magnificent blooms 
are showy and can be cut and used in an arrange-
ment.  If you get a perfect four-flowered stalk, be 
sure and enter it in the next flower show for a 
blue! These are only three of the many bulbs that I 
now regularly purchase for my garden.  They re-
turn yearly and have multiplied. With good sus-
tainable gardening habits and wise watering, all 
gardeners can enjoy the thrill of bulbs. 

Alice Thomas 
Vice Chairman Club and Zone Awards 
The Garden Club of Houston, Zone IX 
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How has membership in a GCA club had an impact 
on your gardening practices? 

 

The GCA Horticulture Committee responded as follows: 

I am a member of the Garden Club of Lookout 
Mountain and over the years we have had MANY 
wonderful speakers and workshops. More than 
several of these have given me ideas for specific 
plants I have introduced into my garden or ideas of 
how to stage plantings. I have learned about prop-
agation, insect control, biodiversity, design. Basi-
cally, I’m always interested in learning more about 
Horticulture!  

As a GCA Horticulture Judge, I have had abundant 
opportunity (and privilege) to visit both public and 
private gardens that have inspired me and really 
made me excited to be an amateur Horticulturist. I 
love looking at gardens! I always come away with 
ideas for new plants I want to try, a different walk-
way layout, ways to use hardscapes, and on and 
on.   

I have also met and made great friends with ladies 
from all over our zone and beyond who love gar-
dening as much as I do and we share ideas and 
plants all the time! Some of the most interesting 
people I know are GCA friends!  

So in short, I think my membership in GCA has re-
ally shaped a lot of who I am as a gardener today! 

Molly Adams 
Zone IX Representative 

Garden Club of Lookout Mountain 

Membership in a GCA club has made me 
acutely aware of the importance of being 
a good steward to the environment in my 
gardening choices. Planting natives, elimi-
nating pesticides, decreasing water 
needs, all are so important to the health 
of our planet.  And everyone can and 
must make a difference, so spread the 
word! 
 

Marilyn Donahue 
First Vice Chairman 

The Little Garden Club of Rye, Zone III 

What a privilege it has been to enjoy 
membership in a GCA club for over twen-
ty years.  As one who is basically a self-
described chaotic dirt-gardener, I have 
had to learn discipline in gardening hab-
its.  The vast array of knowledge and ex-
pertise throughout our club and GCA has 
been a significant influence on remedying 
my approach.  While I will always have 
“zone envy,” I have ceased trying to grow 
plants that will not survive in the bottom 
rung of USDA Sone 9.  My love of garden-
ing has been intensified with the practice 
of pass-along plants and seed sharing 
within our club.  What a comfort it is to 
be associated with others who share in 
the love of gardening. 

Tootsie Crutchfield, Editor 
The Real Dirt 

Magnolia Garden Club, Zone IX 
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BRINGING THE PAST INTO THE 21ST CENTURY 

THE EUDORA WELTY GARDEN 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

When Susan Haltom was working at the Mississippi De-
partment of Archives and History in 1994, she met the 
famed writer, Eudora Welty, for the first time.  Miss 
Welty bemoaned the fact that she was no longer able to 
care for what had once been her mother’s garden, a 
place where mother and daughter had worked side-by-
side.  Miss Welty had previously made arrangements for 
her home and papers to be given to the State of Missis-
sippi as a life trust. 
 
At that first encounter Susan realized that restoring the 
currently overgrown garden would be a massive pro-
ject.  For the next few years, she recorded and studied 
the garden while assisting with weed pulling.  She 
sought help from the Garden Conservancy, the South-
ern Garden History Society, the New York Botanic Gar-
den and friends like Dr. Bill Welch and Greg Grant of 
Texas.  Her garden club had not yet affiliated with GCA. 
 
She discovered primary documentation of the 1925-445 
garden designed by Miss Welty’s mother who had 
planned for the ever-changing seasons and the views 
from inside looking out.  Modern conveniences of the 
era made it possible for women to create and care for 
ornamental gardens, often with  garden rooms.  Re-

search for the restoration revealed problems locating 
older plants of the same variety in the original garden 
design which called for certain heights, color combina-
tions, etc.  During a conversation, Miss Welty told Susan 
Haltom, “Don’t make the garden something it wasn’t.”   
 
During Susan’s search for seeds appropriate to the zone 
and time period, she learned that the modern trend in 
annuals toward dwarf varieties stemmed from the de-
sire to fit more onto the delivery truck!  Also, hybridiza-
tion would not allow for the saving of seeds.  A seed 
project in her club has demonstrated the differences in 
gardening expectation from a bygone time and today. 
 
Susan says, “The Eudora Welty garden officially opened 
to the public in 2004, and since then we have continued 
to study and further develop the gar-
den while sharing the story of this par-
ticular place in its own special time, 
1925-45. We have replanted the mixed 
border with all its components, and we 
try to garden lightly, for the most part 
eschewing chemical sprays and using 
compost for good soil tilth.” 

A marvelous bonus from the project is the produc-
tion of a book, One Writer’s Garden: Eudora Welty’s 
Home Place, which recounts the arc of this garden’s 
story through the 1920’s, 1930’s and 1940’s.  The 
book is available for purchase from on-line book 
sellers. 

Although they were not planting specifically for polli-
nators, the Weltys' garden culture was on target. Eu-
dora preferred single flowers and Chestina planned for 
blooms throughout the year, thus providing a constant 
source of food.  In 1940 Miss Welty wrote to her 
agent, also an ardent gardener, "I do like the single, 
true, original flowers and they keep wanting to sell 
you extra-large double giant new hybrids – we just 
had a circular . . . of some poppies, “Glamour Girls of 
the Modern Perennial Border”…"   
 
Scientists have proven that pollinators are more 
attracted to single flowers, which have more nectar 
and an easier access to pollen. Susan says, “These 
characteristics can be found in heirloom flowers (ours 
are from the first half of the twentieth century).  Dou-
ble flowers look showy but are not as good for pollina-
tors; highly hybridized plants are bred not to set seed 
and therefore produce little pollen.” 

 

Susan Haltom may be seen and heard in an interview 

about the project at: 
https://vimeo.com/30150811 

Photo by Langdon Clay Photo by Susan Haltom 

Photo by Susan Haltom 

https://vimeo.com/30150811
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Anyone with a genuine 
interest in a certain 
group of plants will one 
day try to propagate 
them. I happen to grow 
quite a few succulent 
plants in containers 
here in the Northeast (I 
know! Crazy, but they 
make such nice show 
plants in beautiful 
pots). Most of mine re-
side in a greenhouse in 

the winter and spend the summer outdoors. Some 
spend their whole lives under lights indoors with 
periodic time spent outdoors (rainwater perks 
them up). Propagating succulent plants by vegeta-
tive means is usually quite easy. Growing them 
from seed is a little more time-consuming but also 
generally, not difficult. Why bother, you might ask, 
if it is easy to propagate by stem or leaf cuttings? I 
usually do it this way if I can’t find the plant I am 
looking for (rarity) or if I want a lot of something 
for a reasonable price. If you live in the southwest 
or any area where these plants grow outdoors 
year-round, you would consider growing from 
seed to preserve genetic diversity, especially in the 
native species. 

Where do you find succulent plant seed? The best 
US source, in my humble opinion, is Mesa Garden 
in New Mexico, http://www.mesagarden.com: 
great prices, selection and well documented col-
lection data (plants are also sold at this mail order 
nursery for a very fair price). Mesa Gardens also 
has excel-
lent and 
succinct 
germination 
guides and 
tips on the 
website to 
successfully 
grow these 

xeric plants from seed and on. I highly recommend 
you read this. I also collect seed from my own 
plants. Remember, if you collect seed from named 
varieties (there seem to be quite a few new Aloe 
cultivars on the market these days which do pro-
duce seed), you will probably not get the same 
plant in the seedling batch because cultivated vari-
eties are often complex mixes of species and culti-
vars. Better to take a cutting on the named varie-
ties to get an exact clone unless you like surprises! 

If you live in an area where these wonderful plants 
can grown outdoors and winter over, you can 
probably follow the germination guide on the Me-
sa Garden website verbatim. For those of us living 
and growing in the northern tier, read the Mesa 
Garden germination guide and tips first and then 
proceed in-
doors. I 
have found 
most succu-
lent plant 
seed re-
spond well 
to growing 
under lights, 
indoors with 
ordinary seed starting medium (half perlite, half 
good quality soiless mix), in a pot or tray with 
drainage and covered with plastic, gradually re-
moved after germination. As always, document 
propagation information and dates on the plant 
label (one species per pot to cut down on confu-
sion) just in case you someday want to show one 
of your little beauties and maybe win a Willemsen! 
Use pencil; it lasts longer than so-called perma-
nent markers on plastic plant stakes.  Happy grow-
ing! 

 

Carrie Waterman 

Noanett Garden Club, Zone I 

 

GROWING SUCCULENT PLANTS  FROM SEEDS 

http://www.mesagarden.com
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I have always had many bumblebees in my gar-
dens.  In addition, we maintain three honey bee 
hives on our property.  It concerned me that the 
bumblebees seemed to be the dominant pollina-
tor.  I wondered what the dynamic was between 
the two species.  Did they coexist or was there an 
aggression dynamic that existed?  Where did the 
bumblebees live?  I knew about the queens win-
tering over in the earth but needed to know more 
about this important pollinator. 

David Goulson answered so many of my questions 
in A Sting in the Tale.  It is a most entertaining 
journey of a British professor of biological and en-
vironmental sciences from his childhood through 
guiding PhD candidates on various bumblebee 
projects.   David started a bumblebee conservancy 
in the 1980’s because of his concern for the disap-
pearing habitat in England of this important polli-
nator.  He presently has over 8,000 members of 
the Conservancy. 

Bumblebees are buzz pollinators.  They are pres-
ently “raised” in commercial greenhouses to polli-
nate commercial tomatoes and cucumbers 
amongst other vegetables.  I found it most inter-
esting that the taste of the tomatoes improved 
significantly when the bees did the pollination ver-

sus having workers hand pollinate the crops in the 
greenhouses. 

Bumblebees are cool temperature foragers.  Their 
fuzzy bodies are like little down coats.  The honey 
bee doesn’t fly below 45 degrees.  The bumblebee 
is out there doing their pollen gathering and there-
fore pollinating as low as 32 degrees. 

The queen goes into her “nest” alone.  She choos-
es a cavity in the earth, many times an old mouse 
nest.  She creates a vessel to hold honey and 
makes a pollen ball.  The first crop of emerging 
bees is raised only by her.  The next and subse-
quent bee rearing has the assistance of her prior 
offspring.  Needless to say, there is high mortality 
in this first round of births.  Food is in short supply; 
she has predators that will destroy her nursery for 
a feast on the bee grubs.  Skunks are an example.  

 The first early spring foraging the queen seeks is 
native pussy willow (Salix discolor).  I will always 
grow Salix discolor on my property.  The bumble-
bee is a welcomed and fascinating pollinator in my 
garden space.  

 Gail Hamsher 
GCA Library Committee 

New London Garden Club, Zone II 

A Sting in the Tale  
My Adventure with Bumblebees 

By 
David Goulson 
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It has certainly been fun getting these pollinator 

gardens started.  We have used some plants from 

seed and some store bought plants.  The plants 

grown in my garden that I thought they were 

butterfly weed turned out to be tropical milk-

weed.  I had gotten 5 plants in June 2014 and by 

August they were over 4 feet tall.  I had numer-

ous butterflies and three caterpillars that I found; 

however, none that reached the chrysalis stage.  

Anyway, that got me excited about the prospect 

of a butterfly garden at Ashland.  I saved a lot of 

the seeds and offered them to the members of 

our garden club.  Several members took them to 

try and grow them over the winter.  

In the meantime, somewhere around November 

2014, Lendy Brown, Conservation Chair, and I 

started talking about a proper butterfly garden at 

The Ashland Garden.   We decided our two com-

mittees would join forces and, ultimately, we cre-

ated a butterfly garden outside the actual garden 

walls of Ashland.  We have a wonderful garden 

shed and put the butterfly garden outside one 

wall.  We bought Swamp and butterfly milkweed 

and various nectar plants including coneflower, 

bee balm and goldenrod.  Several members were 

able to grow tropical milkweed from my original 

plants and we put some of those in as well.  Our 

Ashland butterfly garden is looking very good. 

In addition to the Ashland garden, we have start-

ed a pollinator garden on some city property in 

Lexington.  Lendy put us in touch with Julian 

Campbell, a local botanist and conservation sci-

entist, who had access to some city owned prop-

erties.  We have partnered up with Julian and se-

lected one property in a neighborhood setting.     

At this site we have planted over 100 milkweed 

plants of swamp, common and butterfly.  This 

property does not have an irrigation system.  

After being watered a few times, we are hoping 

our plantings will survive as lots of milkweeds do 

in open fields. 

Donna Cornish 

Garden Club of Lexington, 

Zone VII 
 

GATHERED FROM CLUB NEWSLETTERS 

Butterfly Garden  
in Lexington, Kentucky 
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Shrubs are pruned for beauty; 

trees are pruned for safety.  The 

best time for pruning is late win-

ter. Some pruning can be done at 

other times, but always avoid August and Septem-

ber. When pruning shrubs, make your cut at 90° 

rather than at an angle.  When pruning a hedge, 

the bottom should always be wider than the top so 

that the sides will get equal sunlight. Some shrubs 

used in hedges such as boxwood need thinning to 

improve air circulation which will help reduce dis-

ease. 

 

Some rejuvenation pruning is done 

for color. Only the newest wood on 

some shrubs has the beautiful red 

or yellow color. Red Twig dogwood 

is one example of this. Cutting the 

shrub back to within 12” of the ground is called 

coppicing or stooling and will produce this effect. 

 

Multi-stemmed shrubs such as forsythia, 

and lilacs can’t be made to look neat and 

tidy. Rather than shearing for shape, you 

should take out the oldest, woodiest 

stems. If the plant blooms on new 

growth you can cut it back every year. 

Some plants only bloom on second year 

wood and if you want to have flowers, you can’t 

prune all the new wood. 

 

Trees - Co-dominant leaders (two trunks growing 

side by side) create weak trunks. One of these 

must be cut off when the tree is very young. Once 

they get older there is nothing you can do about 

them.  On normal limbs, Bruce 

showed us how the branch 

grows down the tree trunk, and 

the trunk grows around the 

branch, to make lateral branches 

very strong. When removing a tree branch, look 

for the “collar” where the branch connects with 

the trunk and cut it here.  Cuts made at other plac-

es won’t heal as easily. Don’t paint over cuts made 

to trees. Turf growing up to the trunk of a tree, is 

not good for the tree. Remove the turf around the 

tree trunk and replace with an organic ground cov-

er or plants. Don’t stake you small trees; the trunk 

will grow stronger if it moves with the wind.  

 

Mary Lou Findley 

Horticulture Committee 

Kettle Moriane Garden Club, 

Zone XI 

GATHERED FROM CLUB NEWSLETTERS 

TIPS ON PRUNING SHRUBS AND TREES 

BRUCE CRAWFORD, RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 

Kettle Moriane Garden Club 
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FLOWERS THAT EVEN DARWIN CAN’T EXPLAIN 

https://totalgypsy.wordpress.com/2015/06/25/

flowers-that-even-darwin-cant-explain/ 

SNIPS, SNAILS AND GARDEN TALES 

We take a look back to questions and answers given ten years ago in 

the Ask Mrs. Hortus section of Issue #3 of The Real Dirt, Spring 2005. 

When is the proper time to plant peonies? 

 A.  Fall 
 B.   Spring 
 C.   Anytime 
Fall is the best time to plant peonies or move estab-

lished ones.  Wait until the weather cools but plant them 

at least six weeks before the ground will be frozen. After 

the ground is frozen, add protective mulch. Do not ferti-

lize until spring.  Peonies grow best in USDA Hardiness 

Zones 2-8. If you live in a warmer zone, plant the roots 

no deeper than one inch below the surface and be sure 

they have adequate moisture. Success in these Zones 

will be greater at higher altitudes and planting them in 

part shade also may help.  Research their needs and 

choose your site carefully because peonies perform best 

when they have been in place for several years. 

 

Why do some daffodils produce foliage but no blooms 

after the first year? 

 A.   Rodents have eaten them 
 B.   Lack of food 
 C.   Lack of sufficient sunlight 
Rodents do not eat daffodil bulbs. Adequate sunlight is 

necessary for flowers to form. If you have moderately 

fertile, well-drained soil and enough sunlight while the 

leaves are growing, the bulbs should 

produce flowers. One solution would be to move them 

to a sunnier site, but it might be easier to buy new 

bulbs. 

How close do male and female hollies have to be in 

order to pollinate? 

 A.   Six feet 
 B.   One mile 
 C.   One quarter of a mile 
Generally, if the hollies are in viewing distance of each 

other (one quarter of a mile), they will pollinate if they 

are blooming at the same time. 

 

How long does it usually take amaryllis offset bulbs to 

bloom? 

 A.   One year 
 B.   Ten years 
 C.   Three to five years 
It usually takes three to five years. Treat them as you 

treat the mature plants. Let them grow through the win-

ter, spring and early summer. Allow them to dry out dur-

ing the late summer and fall and store them is a cool, 

dark place. In two to three months, cut off any remain-

ing foliage, put them is a sunny window and resume wa-

tering. Fertilize monthly with a balanced fertilizer 

 
Katie Heins, 

Stony Brook Garden Club,  Zone IV 

Anne Gerald, GCA Staff Administrator, heard 
about a new product  that is a substitute for 
peat moss and is very friendly to the environ-
ment — PittMoss®.  Complete information is 
available on the website: 

http://pittmoss.com/ 

https://totalgypsy.wordpress.com/2015/06/25/flowers-that-even-darwin-cant-explain/
https://totalgypsy.wordpress.com/2015/06/25/flowers-that-even-darwin-cant-explain/
http://pittmoss.com
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SNIPS, SNAILS AND GARDEN TALES 

“Save the Bees!” is a common re-
frain these days, and it’s great to 
see people interested in the little 
animals critical for our food supply 
around the globe. But I have one 

quibble: you’re talking about the wrong bees.  Hon-
ey bees will be fine. They are a globally distributed, 
domesticated animal. Apis mellifera will not go ex-
tinct, and the species is not remotely threatened 
with extinction. The National Survey of beekeepers 

released last week reported the lowest winter hive 
losses of the past 8 years. 

More information on this topic may be found on 
the website: 

http://www.wired.com/2015/04/youre-worrying-
wrong-bees/ 

RULE OF THUMB ABOUT SUNLIGHT 

FULL SUN  8 or more hours of direct sun 

PARTIAL SUN  6 or more hours of direct sun 

PARTIAL SHADE 4 hours of direct sun 

SHADE   2 hours or less of direct sun 

 
Ashley Higginbotham 

Monroe Garden Study League, Zone IX 

Below are a few Gardening Tips from Shirley Meneice’s files.   

We appreciate her for sharing these with us. 

Camellia foliage is wonderful in flower ar-

ranging and VERY long-lasting – especially so 

if the end is cut in a vertical crisscross and the 

entire branch is submerged in water for sev-

eral hours or overnight.  When arranging, 

leave one leaf under water as Camellias ab-

sorb water through their leaves. 
Dorothy Riley 

Garden Club of Santa Barbara, Zone XII 

Sow seeds and transplant only with a waxing, never 

a waning, moon.  The moon affects the earth’s at-

mosphere so that statistically it is more likely to rain 

heavily (as you would like it to after planting) imme-

diately after a full or new moon. 

 
Cynthia Richards 

Monadnock & Worcester Garden Club, Zone I 

To encourage new growth to fill in old box-

wood, in the Spring poke the trunk and large 

stems with an ice pick wherever you wish 

new growth to sprout.  This really works. 

 
Barbara Shea 

Green Spring Valley Garden Club, Zone VI 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2006/12/061211220927.htm
http://www.wired.com/2015/04/youre-worrying-wrong-bees/
http://www.wired.com/2015/04/youre-worrying-wrong-bees/

